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March 2018
Be a part of Niwot’s future by helping to preserve our past.

Wednesday, April 25th
7:00 PM
Doors open at 6:30 PM
for coffee and conversation

Left Hand Grange Hall

195 2nd Ave, at Franklin St intersection

Admission: Members are free,
$5 charge if you are not a member
of the Niwot Historical Society

Ghost Towns
of the American West
Lost mines, abandoned diggings, ghost towns…

These words conjure enigmatic images of the
Old West. The hotels and saloons that still stand
embody a silent testimony to their fabled past;
a time when prospectors came to gamble
hoping to find their fortune, some lost that
fortune, some went to their grave without ever
revealing the location of a rich and elusive mine.
Their tales continue to fascinate, intrigue
© Knight Sky Pictures
and even haunt us today . . .
Presenter: Writer-Director Ethan Knightchilde has been exploring and researching Old West ghost towns since 2002.
His Documentary Award-Winning film Ghosts of the West: The End of the Bonanza Trail sold out movie theaters from
Phoenix to Fort Collins between 2012 and 2014; and he is currently at work on the next installment of the series.

* Tumble
* * *Weeds
* * *

Often in the opening scene of a western movie you see a dusty street, wooden buildings that are worn with age, wind
is whistling through and between the relics of structures blowing the occasional tumble weeds down the street. Not
unlike the tumble weeds we witness today occasionally on our Niwot streets and yards.
Although tumble weeds remain familiar icons of the early West, they are not native to the West, nor
were they growing around the early western towns when they were established: Boulder, 1858;
Abeline, Kansas, 1860; Laramie, Wyoming, mid-1860s; Cheyenne, 1867; Dodge City, 1872. Tumble
weeds were accidentally introduced from Russia into South Dakota in a contaminated shipment of
flaxseed in 1873.
The tumble weeds that we see today are grown annually from a seed disbursed from a previous
year’s plant that has developed into a 3-5 foot globe-shaped plant in a single growing season. As the
plant matures, it will become dry and the top breaks away from the root. When the winds catch this
large, dry, globe of stems, the weed tumbles across the land dropping new seeds along the way for
more plants the next growing season..
Information Source: Jeff Mitton, professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Colorado.

NOTE: Detailed information of the lecture topics will be posted on niwothistoricalsociety.org
Please check our website for more Niwot Historical Society information.
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Happy 100th Birthday
Centenarian Member
Mariette Anderson!
Niwot Historical Society member,
Mrs. Mariette Anderson, will celebrate 100 years
of events and life activities on March 30, 2018!
We are proud to have a centenarian member.
Mariette was born in Lewiston, Idaho, 3/30/1918,
and attended early schooling in Idaho, Washington
and Oregon. While at Washington State College
she met Herman Anderson and they were married
in 1936. They moved to Boulder in 1951 when
Herman was transferred
from Dow Chemical Co
headquarters to a
manager position at the
Rocky Flats Atomic
Energy Commission
Plant south of Boulder.
She has been an active member and Elder in the
First Presbyterian Church, is a life-time member of
the Boulder Country Club where she was active in
women’s golf, and a long time volunteer at the
Boulder Community Hospital and honored as their
Volunteer of the Year. She still volunteers at the
Hospital knitting baby caps.
A few years ago Herman and Mariette moved to
Frasier Meadows Manor, and she volunteers there.
Mr. Anderson was a centenarian and passed away
in 2012. They lived in their home on Sunset
Boulevard in Boulder for around 60 years and
raised four children: Pat Petersen (Rhode Island),
Jan George (Washington), Dick Anderson (Florida)
and Bobby Anderson (California). She has eight
grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren.
Life is good for Mariette and we are proud to
have a centenarian as a member now and for
many years to come. Happy Birthday, Mariette !!!
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Seeds!

Seed packets, courtesy of Botanical Interests,
will be available for members at the April lecture.
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FireHouse Museum
Be a part of Niwot’s future
by helping to preserve our past.
The fund raising campaign is about half
way to the goal.
Your tax deductible
donation is appreciated:
Niwot Historical Society ~ FireHouse,
P.O. Box 354, Niwot, CO 80544
or by Paypal on the website Home page at
niwothistoricalsociety.org
At our February lecture the membership elected
the Niwot Historical Society Board.
We appreciate this honor and welcome the
support of more volunteers to become active
with the open house events at the FireHouse,
archiving artifacts that we recently received for
the Atkinson Collection from Dave & Cheryl
Armstrong (more information to come soon about
these historic treasures), helping at lectures,
suggesting and creating new Museum displays
and so many more activities.
Members, Volunteers and Friends
are a valuable resource.

Niwot Historical Society Board
President: Kathy Koehler
info@niwothistoricalsociety.org

Secretary: Mary Claire Collins
Treasurer: Darwyn Herbst
Directors: Donlyn Arbuthnot, Rob Gordon,
Joan Grunzweig, Vivian Knaus,
Leonard Sitongia, Diane Zimmermann

- Director Committee Chairs Accessioning & Photo Archives: Vivian Knaus
Museum Open House: Mary Claire Collins
Membership: Diane Zimmermann
Newsletter & Programs: Kathy Koehler
Photo Leases: Joan Grunzweig
Consulting Director: Donlyn Arbuthnot
Walking Tours: Mary Claire Collins, Rob Gordon,
Joan Grunzweig, Diane Zimmermann
Web Master: Leonard Sitongia

Botanical Interests

Seed Company was started
23 years ago by Niwot
Historical Society Members
Judy Seaborn & Curtis Jones.
For more information you can go to

www.BotanicalInterests.com

Niwot Historical Society
P. O. Box 354, Niwot, CO 80544-0354
or online at
niwothistoricalsociety.org

