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Now . . .
Ann
Now
. . . Gunbarrel

The People of Boulder
County Before
Statehood
Wednesday, September 24
Pre-1876 drawing of area three
7:00 PM
miles north of Boulder City.
Doors open at 6:30 PM
for coffee and conversation

Left Hand Grange Hall
2nd Ave & Franklin St

Photo

Admission: Members are free,
$5 charge if not a member

 Dina Carson, presenter. Dina is a genealogist,
publisher and coordinator of Boulder Pioneers Project:
a comprehensive look at the original source materials
for Boulder’s pre-statehood pioneers.
The Boulder Pioneers project seeks to establish
which individuals, organizations and businesses were
in Boulder County prior to Colorado's statehood
(1 Aug 1876) based upon original documents,
newspaper articles, published accounts, eye-witness
journals and other reliable, original sources. There
have been many interesting finds.
Come hear a few tales of the early pioneers and
be sure to stay for some
Terrifically Tough Territorial Trivia.
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Lecture Series:

Wednesday 29 October 2014

 Tom Thomas, “The Sand Creek Massacre Site:
History, Collaboration and Development”. Tom is
a National Park Service Historian and Project Manager
- Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site General
Management Plan.

Wednesday 25 February 2015

 Derek Fortini, “Archeological Evidence of Early
Habitation in the Rocky Mountains”. Derek is
Director and Curator of Exhibits, Estes Park Museum.
He will be sharing information about ancient people in
the Estes Park area of the territory.

Wednesday 29 April 2015

 Janet and Richard Fogg: Fogg in the Cockpit:

Hill Development

In the 2010 census there were 9,435 people living in
the general Gunbarrel area. Residents included 4,024
households and 2,547 families. There is also a large
development of businesses.
In 1961, Everett and George Williams traded a ranch
they owned in Steamboat Springs for some vacant
land on Gunbarrel Hill. They each built homes for their
families in Gunbarrel, one south of Jay Road just west
of 75th Street, the other between the ditches just
south of Lookout Road.
In 1962, City of Boulder Manager Bob Turner came to
them with a proposition that the City would build a
new golf course for the Boulder Country Club use on
Gunbarrel Hill.
The Williams brothers formed the Boulder Valley
Water and Sanitation District and financed the
construction of water mains from Walnut Street to
Gunbarrel Hill. Then, with the financial support of the
Williams brothers, the District was able to issue bonds
for the construction of a water treatment plant and a
sewer system. With these developments underway,
the Williams brothers began to plan the golf course
and the residential community surrounding it.
By 1963, the Williams brothers donated the land, the
water rights, and money to build the clubhouse and a
27 hole golf course. The Country Club would own and
operate the new golf course while the City of Boulder
would retain exclusive rights to the old course on
Arapahoe Road. The country club agreed.
The plat for the Gunbarrel Green subdivision was
recorded on May 29 and the covenants were recorded
on July 11, 1963.
On March 3rd, 1965, IBM Chairman, Thomas Watson,
Jr., announced in Boulder that IBM would develop a
five building complex, plant, and laboratory on a 640
acre site near Niwot. The ground breaking ceremony
was held at the site on June 28, 1965.
Editor's Credit - The abbreviated material for this summary
history was taken from a letter to Boulder City Council Member

Howard Fogg, Master Railroad Artist, World Spenser Havlick from George Williams dated August 28, 1986.
NOW & THEN - (Gunbarrel Hill is continued on Page 2.)
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The Naming of Gunbarrel Hill

The broad hump of land to the south of Niwot has
been a dominant feature on the landscape for
thousands of years. For the Indians it provided
both a hunting ground, and along with our
prominent features like Haystack mountain to the
northwest, an observation point from which to
survey a wide stretch for the Front Range.

View (right)
is from
Gunbarrel
looking NW.
Haystack
Mountain is
in the
foreground
on the left.

Prior to settlement it was a favored range of
antelope in the area, probably due to the wide
view it offered to spot approaching predators and
the nearness to water. It was near here that the
Arapahoe Indians conducted their last great
antelope hunt in the area. In the fall of 1860 they
surrounded a large herd and ran them to
exhaustion on relays of ponies. Nearly 400 were
taken in this hunt.

The Arapaho Indians and pioneers had a view of the front range.
View (left) is from
White Rock
Preservation in
Gunbarrel looking
SW. Boulder Creek,
which pioneers
forded in this area,
is at base on the
south facing side of
White Rock bluff.

In February of 1893, settlers repeated this
practice for the last time. Early one cold morning a
large circle of riders started out from Marshall,
Louisville, Canfield, Longmont and Niwot,
converging on Gunbarrel Hill in the late afternoon,
where a large number of coyotes were dispatched.

Travel between Burlington and the settlements
on Boulder Creek was blocked by Gunbarrel Hill
and the White Rock bluffs on it’s southern flank,
and the choice was either to skirt it on the east or
the west. The eastern alternative was a less direct
route to Valmont and Boulder, and in addition
required a muddy crossing of Boulder Creek, while
a westerly course was more direct and provided an
easier crossing on a cobble bottom.

In 1859 the first settlements in Boulder County
were Boulder City, at the mouth of Boulder
Canyon; Valmont, on the south side of Boulder
Creek in the vicinity of what is now 61st St.;
Burlington, at the confluence of Left Hand Creek
and the St. Vrain River. The route over the west
end of Gunbarrel Hill was probably first used by a
wagon track which ran from Fort St. Vrain, up the
St. Vrain River to Burlington, then on to Valmont
and Boulder on Boulder Creek.
Fort St. Vrain was an adobe trading post which
had been built in 1838 at the confluence of the St.
Vrain and South Platte Rivers. Located on the old
trade route between Fort Laramie in Wyoming and
Bent’s Fort in southern Colorado, it had been built
to capitalize on the trade in buffalo robes. It was
abandoned and falling into ruins by 1846, but it
remained a jumping off point for many early
settlers entering the St. Vrain and Boulder Valleys.

There are two stories which account for the name
of Gunbarrel Hill. Both deal with Alonzo Allen, the
settler who built the first log cabin at the site of
Burlington in 1859.
One story tells that Allen, returning with a wagon
heavily loaded with logs cut in the vicinity of
Eldorado Canyon, took sight on a large cottonwood
tree at the confluence of Left Hand Creek and the
St. Vrain River from the crest of Gunbarrel Hill, and
the ruts he left were followed by others.
The second account revolves around the fact that
in 1862 Denver became a stop on the stage road
which went to Salt Lake. This road ran northwest
from Denver, through what is now Broomfield,
north past the Rock Creek Ranch, then northwest
again to skim the west end of Gunbarrel Hill,
fording Boulder Creek where the 75th Street bridge
is today. From there the stage road proceeded
north, crossing the St. Vrain River south of
Hygiene. From here the stage road continued on
to Ft. Laramie and the crossing south of Hygiene
was known as “The Laramie Crossing”.

Gunbarrel Hill is the highest part of the divide
between the lower valleys of Boulder Creek and
the St. Vrain River, and as such formed a barrier
between the two. Unlike today when roads are
laid out on the compass points with seeming
indifference to terrain, early travelers selected
their routes with a practical eye.
NOW & THEN - (Gunbarrel Hill is continued on Page 3.)
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The Naming of Gunbarrel Hill (continued)

Supposedly, Allen took a yoke of oxen and plowed
a furrow from the stage road to his place on the St.
Vrain in hopes of diverting the traffic past his
ranch, and apparently he was successful as the
Laramie Crossing was later abandoned as the route
to Ft. Laramie and the crossing south of Hygiene
came to be known as “The Upper Crossing”.
The truth may lie in a combination of these
accounts. The course from Burlington was a
natural route of travel between what were then
the major settlements in Boulder County, but
whatever the origin of the road, all accounts
describe it as “straight as a gunbarrel” between

Burlington and Gunbarrel Hill, and the first
Government survey, completed in October 1863,
clearly shows the road.
The “Gunbarrel Road” remained in use until
1900, but the remaining traces disappeared in the
early part of the century as the native prairie was
broken for dryland wheat, leaving behind the name
of Gunbarrel Hill as its only legacy.
Today the antelope are long gone, but the yipping
and howling of coyotes can sometimes still be
heard on quiet nights, the sound drifting down
from Gunbarrel Hill as they have for thousands of
years.

Source: THE OLD RECORDER, March 31, 1994, by Tom Theobald

* * * * * * *

The early pioneers to the Niwot area undoubtedly experienced some health issues. If one of
their ailments was malaria they might have been treated with Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic. A
classic bottle was recently sold at Wise Buy Antiques in Niwot. Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic
may not have been exactly tasteless, but in 1878 Edwin W. Grove suspended quinine in liquid
form. In other words, the ingredients in Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic were not soluble, but
suspended in the syrup. The tonic became an overnight sensation and a household name for
decades.
Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic was created not as a cure, but as a preventative and relief of
malaria and its resulting chills and fever. Those who remember taking the chill tonic did not
agree with the “tasteless” billing, although it was better than taking straight quinine. Quinine
has been used for more than three centuries and, until the 1930s, it was the only effective
malaria treatment. The chill tonic was so popular the British army made it standard issue for
every soldier going off to mosquito infested lands and, by 1890, more bottles of Grove’s
Tasteless Chill Tonic were sold than bottles of Coca-Cola.

* * * * * * *

Fire House Museum
The Niwot Historical Society
Fire House Museum on 2nd
Avenue was open for visitors
and tours on Left Handers
Day. We had 50 guests and
we were fortunate to receive
some materials for archiving.
The Fire House Museum was
also open for First Friday Art
Walk on September 5th with
many visitors.

If you would like to become involved with:
__ Artifact cataloging and archiving
__ Hosting Open Houses at Fire House Museum
__ Special events: 4th of July, Enchanted Evening
__ Training is Available for Walking Tour Docent Position
__ Membership
__ Program committee
__ Historic displays for the Firehouse Museum
__ Gardening at Firehouse Museum patio garden
__ Holiday decorating at the Firehouse Museum
Please contact Meri Gibb: MeriGibb@comcast.net

Niwot Historical Society Board

President: Meri Gibb
P.O. Box 986, Niwot 80544
303-652-1173
Secretary: Mary Claire Collins
6646 Apache Court, Niwot 80503
303-522-3247
Treasurer: Darwyn Herbst
8646 Skyland Drive, Niwot 80503
303-652-3934
Program Chairperson: Donlyn Arbuthnot
Membership: Kathy Koehler
Accessioning Committee & Photo Archives: Anne Dyni
Newsletter: Kathy Koehler
Web Master: Joe Betts
Member At Large: Rob Gordon
Niwot Historical Society
P. O. Box 354
Niwot, CO 80544-0354
or online at http://www.niwothistoricalsociety.org/

