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Now . . .
Tom Theobald created
the Niwot Honey Farm
and
has
been
a
beekeeper for over
three decades.
Over
30% of our agricultural
crops depend on bees
for pollination and an
estimated 80% of total
insect crop pollination is
done by honeybees.
Tom
is a Founding
Member and President
of the Boulder County
Beekeepers’ Association.

Now . . .

ABUZZ ! Beekeepers
& Honeybees

In Colorado, there
are 58 active
Grange units.
The Grange seeks to strengthen communities and
the country by developing leadership and promoting
community cooperation, personal betterment and
self-reliance.

Patrons of Husbandry:
What is a Grange?

Wednesday, February 26
7:00 PM

Wednesday, April 30
7:00 PM

Doors open at 6:30 PM

Left Hand Grange Hall
2nd Ave & Franklin St

& Then . . .

Admission: Members are free,
$5 charge if not a member

Bee Smoker in photo on left: Donated to
Niwot Historical Society in 2012 by Earl
Bolton. It belonged to his grandfather,
Clyde Bolton, who farmed along Niwot
Road, approximately across from Dodd
Lake. This smoker was possibly used in
1910-1920.
Photo on right: The
Beekeepers, 1568 by
Pieter Bruegel the Elder.
Some of the earliest evidence
of beekeeping is from rock
paintings
dated
around
13,000 BC.
Beekeeping in the United States dates back to the
mid-1800’s. It is one of the oldest forms of food
production.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Doors open at 6:30 PM
1967 Postage Stamp
honoring the 100
year anniversary of
the National Grange.

Left Hand Grange Hall
2nd Ave & Franklin St
Admission: Members are free,
$5 charge if not a member

& Then . . .
The Left Hand Grange No. 9 received
its charter on January 24, 1874, 140
years ago.
The National Grange
Organization was founded in 1867
following the Civil War, at a time
when farm families were more
dispersed and prone to isolation. The
Grange Hall provided opportunities 1873, a Grange
meeting in
for social interaction and education,
session.
as well as strong political advocacy for
farm and ranch issues.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Vintage Numbered Brass Tags
Vintage Numbered Brass Tags have been used more than a century as a universal system of identification for
many items: luggage, tools, animals, key sets, pipes, valves. These vintage tags came to the Niwot Historical
Society from a former business owner and are believed to be vintage Niwot in origin.
They are on sale at each Lecture Series event.
Price is $5.00 each.
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Cold, Cold Days of Winter
Since we are all just trying to stay warm
with our recent days of the “Polar Vortex”
weather system, I thought this might be as
Newsletter of the Niwot Historical Society
good a time as any to think about the “Dog
Days of Summer”, a chapter in Anne Dyni’s
book Niwot Colorado, Birth of a Railroad Town,
February 2014
pages 16-17, which reflects on winter
harvests in Niwot in the early 1900’s.
“Vintage Colorado” was the theme
Anne’s writing reminds us that this is the time of
for December 2013 holiday decorations
year that ice blocks were harvested from local
at the Governor’s Mansion in Denver.
ponds and reservoirs. The ice blocks needed to
The Niwot decorated room was
be stored in icehouses through summer, but
awarded first place!
some rural homeowners and farmers would
Niwot Interiors’ owners and
store the blocks in a shed or barn and she shares
Niwot Historical Society
those methods in her book.
members Linda and Chuck
A typical ice block measured 21” square by
Klueber were honored to
about 8” thick. If the ice on ponds was not at
decorate the “Governor's
least 8” thick, it was not safe for the weight of
Room”. Linda stated that,
the men, horses and wagons needed to block
“Our room design takes its
and haul the harvest away.
cues from the rich history,
Boulder County had many commercial icehouses
vintage charm and colorful art scene in the town of
in the early 1900’s. If you remember ice skating
Niwot. We’ll pay homage to Chief Niwot of the
since the 1950’s on Lake Pactolus in Gilpin
Arapaho Indian tribe, the vital railroads and the
County you might even have seen ice blocks
Victorian charm of our past. We will invite local
harvested and loaded on freight trains there.
artisans and craftspeople to contribute to the
ornamentation of the tree.“ Many of the vintage
pieces in the room were loaned to Niwot Interiors’
decorating team by the Niwot Historical Society
along with some local residents’ vintage items.
Congratulations to Niwot Interiors and thank you
for taking Niwot to the Governor’s Mansion. You
Niwot Historical Society Board
can see a photo of the room at:

NIWOT GAZZETTE

http://coloradohomesmag.com/article/colorado
%E2%80%99s-home-holidays

* * * * * * * * * * *
Annual Membership in the
Niwot Historical Society

The Niwot Historical Society’s mission is to preserve,
collect and protect the history of Niwot and the
surrounding area, and of Chief Niwot, through the
preservation of artifacts, documents, photographs and
other documentary sources relating to their history.
The Society also encourages the conservation of these
resources through publications, a lecture series, walking
tours and other activities, and brings people together
who are interested in the history of Niwot.
Membership includes free admission to each of the
“Niwot, Now & Then” lecture series.
$15 Individual
$25 Family
$5 Junior (18 yrs or younger)
Sponsorship Donations are tax deductible contributions.
Membership forms are available at Lectures or online at
http://www.niwothistoricalsociety.org/

President: Laura Skaggs
7428 N. 73rd, Longmont 80503
303-682-0468
Vice-President: Meri Gibb
P.O. Box 986, Niwot 80544
303-652-1173
Secretary: Connie Herbst
8646 Skyland Drive, Niwot 80503
303-652-3934
Treasurer: Darwyn Herbst
8646 Skyland Drive, Niwot 80503
303-652-3934
Membership: Donlyn Arbuthnot Whissen
Accessioning Committee: Anne Dyni
Newsletter: Kathy Koehler
Members At Large:
Mary Claire Collins, Rob Gordon

Niwot Historical Society
P. O. Box 354
Niwot, CO 80544-0354
or online at http://www.niwothistoricalsociety.org/

